BLACKPOOL BUSINESS LEADERSHIP GROUP

Business Partnerships Report— May 26,2017

Section 1: Visitor Economy

THE MEN IN BLACK (POOL)

Hollywood superstar Will Smith is to
perform live on Blackpool’s Tower
Festival Headland this summer.

The actor, rapper and songwriter, will
be reunited with DJ Jazzy Jeff for the
final night of a spectacular new three-
day music festival on the Promenade
over the August Bank Holiday Weekend.

The 2017 LIVEWIRE Festival will open
on Friday 25 August with a performance
by The Jacksons.

That will be followed on the Saturday night by Pete Waterman’s Hit Factory Show starrring
Jason Donovan, and featuring Pepsi and Shirlie, Go West, Sinitta, Samantha Fox and more.

Then, on the final night, Sunday 27 August, Will Smith will take to the
stage with DJ Jazzy Jeff for their only UK performance this year.

Smith originally made his name as the rapper, The Fresh Prince. He
then appearedin six seasons of the TV series, The Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air, before becoming a major Hollywood movie star, headling in a
series of blockbuster films including Men InBlack, | Am Legend, Independence Day, Wild
Wild West, The Pursuit Of Happyness and Enemy Of The State.

The Jacksons, one of the world’s best known bands, will perform at Blackpool fresh from
their appearance at Glastonbury where they will be celebrating 50years in the music
business.

The LIVEWIRE Festivalis an independent event that is being staged by a consortium of
businessmen and music industry professionals. Itis envisaged that it will be stagedon the
Tower Festival Headland for the next three years.



SHOW & EVENT UPDATES

PETER PAN

Stage and TV star Jennifer Ellison is to lead the cast of the family adventure, Peter Pan, at
the Opera House from December 16 to January 7. She will star as Captain Hook alongside
The X Factor’s Jake Quickenden in the title role. Radio Wave breakfast show presenter, Scott
Gallagher, also joins the cast.

THE WEDDING SINGER

Lucie Jones, who represented the UK
in this year’s Eurovision Song
Contest, is to join the cast of The
Wedding Singer when it is stagedat
Blackpool Opera House from July 4-8.

Lucie, a former X Factor finalist, will
perform the role of Holly for a
limited six-week tour of the show.

SWITCH ON

MTYV, the world’s biggest youth entertainment and music brand, is set to deliver the 2017
Blackpool llluminations Switch-On event for the second year running, as part of an ongoing
partnership with VisitBlackpool.

The free event, which will take place on the evening of Friday 15tSeptember, will build on the
success of last year when artists including Diversity, The Vamps, Fleur East, Fatman Scoop,
Imani, DJ Fresh and R3wire and Varski performed to more than 20,000 fans on the Tower
Festival Headland, culminating in Dame Barbara Windsor flicking on the switch to the famous
lights.

As with last year, the Switch-On event will be free, with people invited to apply for the
20,000 wristbands that will guarantee entry tothe Tower Festival Headland arena on the
night. The wristband ballot closes at 9am on August 1. To register, go to:
www.Vvisitblackpool.com/switchon

Further announcements about the event will follow in the coming weeks.

DERREN BROWN: UNDERGROUND

Master of illusion, Derren Brown, is to returnto Blackpool with his latest stage presentation,
Underground. Direct from its recent sell-out London run, the show featuresa collection of
some of the very best of his previous stage work. Underground will be at the Grand Theatre
from August 31 to September 2.

VIVA VEGAS LIVE

Viva Blackpool’s headline show Viva VegasLive is to be relaunched in June. The show will
star Viva’s entertainment director, Leye D Johns and will feature an expanded cast, aerial
performance and new guest vocalists. It will open to the public on June 24.


http://www.visitblackpool.com/switchon

CIRCA IN THE PARK

A spectacular outdoor event is to be stagedin Stanley Park. The acclaimed Australian circus
artists, Circa, will present DEPART from June 1-4 on the last leg of a sell-out tour.

DEPART is a mixture of circus and dance, bringing together acrobats, aerialists, video artists,
dancers and community choirs in a unique night time experience.

It will be played out at dusk each evening in the open spaces and wooded areas of the park.
Tickets are on sale at The Grand Theatre box office.

BACK TO THE OLD POOL

This club classics music event returns to Blackpool for a second
year, but with a change of venue. It has switched from Lawson’s
Showfield to the Tower Festival Headland on Saturday 8 July.
The event will be staged across five arenas with DJ sets, PAs and
live performances.

ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA

The English National Opera has decided not to bring a full-scale production of The Mikado to
the Blackpool Opera House next year. The ENO had originally planned to bring the opera to
Blackpool this year, but deferred it to next year to enable further discussions to take place.
The company has now decided to abandon the plans for 2018.

INTERNATIONAL SOUL FESTIVAL

A star-studded line-up is scheduled for the three-day International Soul Festival at the
Winter Gardens from June 16-18. The festival programme sees an array of American soul
legends including The Impressions who will be making their final UK performance after 55
years in the business. The line-up also includes Little Anthony, making his first full live
performance in the UK. The event is being organised by Richard Searling, a veteran of
numerous Northern Soul events.



SLIME FEST 2017

Ricardo Hurtardo, stars of the Nickelodeon hit TV series, School Of Rock, will fly in from
America to make special appearancesat the six shows which are being staged at Pleasure
Beach Arena from October 21-23.

The shows will be hosted by Nick presenters, Jordan Banjo and Perri Kiely and will again
feature a live performance from dance group, Diversity. More actsare to be announced.

LA LA LAND

The multi award-winning film LA LA LAND
is to be showcased at Blackpool’s Opera ' -

House with a 60-piece live orchestra. The lA : lA lAN D ,
unique screening will take place on ;

September 26 as part of a UK tour. =t |N CONCERT —

wire .

LIVE ORCHESTRA
The film got 14 nominations at the it
Academy Awards and picked up six :
awards, including Best Director, Best
Actress, as well as Best Original Song for
‘City of Stars’. It also received seven
nominations at the Golden Globe Awards,
winning all seven categoriesincluding
Best Motion Picture, Best Actor, Best
Actress and Best Original Score.

BREAKIN’ CONVENTION
Sadler’s Wells’ critically-acclaimed international festival of hip hop dance theatre, Breakin’
Convention, returns to Blackpool Grand Theatre on Saturday 27 May.

Having established itself as one of the major highlights on the British dance calendar and
one of the world’s greatest celebrations of hip hop culture, it is coming back for a second
consecutive year by popular demand.

The UK tour will see talented local companies perform alongside International acts which
this year include: Soweto Skeleton Movers, Tentacle Tribe and Just Dance. The local line-up
includes: Freefly Crew, Generation Movement, Urban Dance Project (UDP) and FY Wingz.



OUR HOUSE
Actress and singer Deena Payne is to join the UK Tour of OUR HOUSE, following the
unfortunate withdrawal of Blackpool’s Linda Nolan. Having previously been announced in
the role of Kath Casey in the Olivier Award-winning Madness musical, Linda Nolan has
withdrawn from the tour due toill health.

SPAMALOT

The award-winning musical comedy Spamalot, is coming to Blackpool
Opera House this autumn. The show, loosely based on the film,
Monty Python And The Holy Grail, will run from September 8-16. It
was written by Python star Ericldle.

GREAT NORTH WEST MOTORBIKE FESTIVAL
Motorbike enthusiasts from across the UK will head to Blackpool’s Winter Gardens in August
for a two-day festival featuring a range of major exhibitors, independent tradersand live
music. Over the two days, August 26 and 27, attendees will have a chance to browse the
latest bikes from major manufacturersincluding BMW, Harley-Davidson, Honda and Ducati.

Live Q& A sessions with industry expertsand starsincluding the most successful racer of all
time, Carl Fogarty, will also be staged. An exhibition of classic bikes will be on show in the
Floral Hall in association with the Morecambe Bay Classic Bike Club.

DINOSAURS ON TOUR

A national animatronic dinosaur tour is coming
to Blackpool this summer, including 30 full-scale
models.

The models within Jurassic Kingdom, which will
be on display at Stanley Park from August 5-13,
have been designed and produced by experts in
China. The display, the first ever national
outdoor animatronictour, includes an 18-metre
long T-Rex.

The attraction will take the form of a walk-through tour. The tour has an educational
element attached thanks to an educational worksheet for primary school aged children and
an educational marquee where visitors can watch dinosaur documentaries.

Tickets are now on sale at www.jurassickingdom.uk. An early-bird 20% discount for people
booking online is available from now until July 9 using code POOL20.

GIN JAMBOREE
A gin tasting event is taking place in Blackpool at the Empress Ballroom this summer, hosted
by the same team that broke the world record for staging a similar event last year.

The Gin Jamboree on Saturday 19 August will feature more than 100 artisan gins with
hundreds of tonic and garnish combinations for gin fans to try.

The event takes place between 12noon and 5pm and 6.30pm-11.30pm and costs £15 per
person for an early bird ticket, which includes a booklet describing all of the 100 different gins
on offer, a gin balloon glass to take home and supper.


http://www.jurassickingdom.uk/

RED ARROWS

The world-famous Red Arrows display
team will returnto Blackpool this
summer to perform on both days of the
annual Air Show.

Itis the first time that the Red Arrows
will feature on consecutive days of a
Blackpool Air Show. This has been
made possible through the switching of
the free event from a Sunday and
Monday to Saturday and Sunday.

g e

The Red Arrows, one of the world's
foremost aerial aerobatic display
teams, will perform high above
Blackpool Promenade on Saturday 12
and Sunday 13 August.

VRN, AT

§
g
¢
s
!
I
i
4

e

o~
-

The RAF Typhoon display teamand the

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight are also confirmed for both days of this year’s show. The
programme will feature a whole host of incredible flying machines with details to be
confirmed in coming weeks.

ARMED FORCES WEEK
A full programme of events has been lined up next month as Blackpool prepares to roll out
the red carpet for armed services personnel.

The Armed Forces Week celebrations, which will run from June 19-25, are now a permanent
fixture in the resort’s events calendar.

In association with Blackpool BID, Armed Forces Day itself takes place on Saturdaylune 24,
with a full day of entertainment across the town centre and promenade with live musical
performances from the Irish Guard Singers, Land Girls and the Band & Corps of Drums of the
Royal Regiment Fusiliers (Lancashire). A replica Spitfire will be on display in St John’s Square.

Throughout the rest of the week there is a wide range of events taking place for all agesto
enjoy. The full programme can be found at www.visitblackpool.com



ATTRACTION UPDATES

SEEING STARS

Staff from SEA LIFE Blackpool created a giant
330-ft starfish on the beach below The Tower
to highlight the conservation of the species

It took the team of six more than four hours
to complete the sand sculpture, which
coincides with the opening of the new “Sea
Stars” exhibition at SEA LIFE.

INTRODUCING ICON
Blackpool Pleasure Beach has announced the name of its new £16.25 million rollercoaster —
Icon. The ride will be the UK’s first ever double launch rollercoaster — propelling riders at
high speed, not only at the start of the ride but also at a second point halfway through the
two and a half minute experience.

The name was revealedin a movie-style promotional trailer which also provides a first look
atthe design, with a state-of-the-art computer generatedimage revealing anthracite
columns combined with high-shine steel track. A CGI film takes viewers on the Icon journey
as it powers through, over and around other rides including The Big One.

The coaster, which represents Pleasure Beach’sbiggest investment to date, will open next
spring for the start of the 2018 season.

NEW ARRIVAL

Coronation Street actress Kym Marsh is the latest figure to be immortalised in wax at
Madame Tussauds, Blackpool. Kym made a special visit to Blackpool to watch her figure
unveiled as part of the Coronation Street set.

EASTERN PROMISE
Blackpool Zoo has opened a new themed eating establishment in the first phase of its multi-
million pound Project Elephant developments.

The eatery, which serves Indian and oriental dishes, has been named Nawala Street aftera
streetin Sri Lanka where one of the zoo’s nominated conservation charities is based.

The building and outdoor eating area has been themed with a hand-painted mural designed
by art students from Blackpool Sixth and created with local street artist David Healy.

The main part of Project Elephant — a brand new elephant house facility — is now under
construction and will be open to visitors later in the summer.



HOTEL UPDATES

PROPERTY FOR SALE

The latest survey of Blackpool’s hotel accommodation stock shows that there were 240
properties on the marketin April 2017, which is the lowest recorded figure for eight years.
The total comprises 221 hotels and guest houses as well as 19 holiday flats. The overall total
has decreased by 9.8% since the previous survey (October 2016) and it is 16.4% below the
April 2016 count.

Almost one-third (76) of the properties on the market in April are locatedin the South Town
Centre with 12.5% (30) in South Beach; 9.6% (23) on the Promenade; 8.3% (20) in The Cliffs
and 3.8% (9) on the marketin North Town Centre respectively. Traditionally, these areas
have the highest shares of Blackpool’s holiday stock.

The current holiday accommodation stock levels are estimated to total approximately 1,500
properties, which is around 84% of the stock levels when the survey commenced almost 10
years ago (1775) and 73% of the totalin 2000 (2049).

SEAFRONT APARTMENT PLAN
Plans to replace three hotels on Blackpool’s South Promenade with apartments have been
approved by planners.

The scheme will provide a total of 88 flats in a tapered construction that will range from
three to six storeys high on the site of the Kimberley, Henderson and Waldorf hotels.

Only the Waldorf is currently trading, withthe other two lying derelict for several years. All
three will be demolished as part of the plan.

Three hotels in the neighbouring block, the Palm Beach, Bourne and Warwick, have already
been demolished to make way for a new Hamptons By Hilton hotel and a temporary car
park.

HENSON ACQUISITION

A consortium has acquired the Henson Hotel in Blackpool for almost £600k. The PM Group
of Hotelsalready has a portfolio of hotels across the globe. Following the acquisition, the
hotel on Clifton Drive, Blackpool, will continue to run as usual.

ART B&B
Left Coast has secured almost £100k from the Coastal Communities Fund to help transforma

disused B&B on Blackpool seafront into a creative hub.

The Art B&B will provide artist-designed visitor accommodation and café bar with training
space for hospitality, customer service, events and hotel management.

Blackpool architect Joseph Boniface is working with Left Coast on the project.



OTHER TOURISM NEWS

BLACKPOOL CONFERENCE CENTRE
Work on a new £25m conference centre at the Winter Gardens could start later this year,
after the final tranche of funding was allocated in a Government announcement.

A £2.9m successful bid to the Coastal Communities Fund was unveiled as part of £40m
worth of funding in coastaltowns across the country, meaning a green light for work to
begin on the centre in the autumn, with a view to holding its first conferences in 2019.

The dedicated new-build venue will provide modern conferencing facilities including
breakout rooms and exhibition spaces, complementing the current rooms such as the
Empress Ballroom and the Opera House, which will allow the complex to host up to 7,000
delegates.

The new conference centreis expectedto bring major conferencing back to the resort,
creating more jobs and boosting the local economy. The CCF award follows an
announcement in January that the centre had been allocated £15m from the Government’s
Growth Deal 3, managed by the Lancashire Local Economic Partnership (LEP).

The new centreis to be built on the site of the former car park on Leopold Grove with
refurbishment works also unveiling the full exterior of the outside of the Empress Ballroom
for the first time in years.

Permission to demolish the derelict houses opposite the new conference centreis being
sought, while planning permission has already been grantedto a private investor to build a
quality hotel over the road from the new centre.

Blackpool Council has commissioned the plans from architects Bisset Adams, who previously
worked on designing the refurbishment of Central Libraryin Blackpool.

BLACKPOOL BUCKET & SPADE LIST i
VisitBlackpool has createdits own version of a bucket
list — featuring a dozen experiences that are unique to
Blackpool this summer. The experiences include
snorkelling with sharks; dancing in the Tower
Ballroom; walking The Big One; SLIME FEST; cycling
through the llluminations; having a drink in The : <
Rovers and watching Will Smith live in concert. Full details at www. V|S|tblackpool com

SANDS CASINO PLAN

The owner of Sands Venue on the Promenade has lodged an application with Blackpool
Council to create a casino within the venue. The plans show the first and second floors of the
building being adapted to create a casino, bar and restaurant. Owner Peter Swann has
alreadyapplied to build a three-storey extension to the Sands Venue to create a five-star, 96
bedroom hotel. Blackpool already has four casino licences.

TOURISM AWARDS

Visit Lancashire has confirmed that the 2017 Lancashire Tourism Awards will be stagedat
the Tower Ballroom on Thursday 9 November. More information on the entry categoriescan
be found at www.lancashiretourismawards.com



http://www.visitblackpool.com/
http://www.lancashiretourismawards.com/

BLUE FLAG FLIES AGAIN
The stretch of beach at Blackpool South has been awarded a Blue Flag for the second
consecutive year.

The awardrecognises coastal destinations that boast the highest quality of water, facilities,
safety, environmental education and management.

The beach, which is located opposite Blackpool Pleasure Beach, originally became eligible for
Blue Flag status in 2015 after being classed as having “excellent” sea water quality by the
Environment Agency. It went on to achieve the accolade for the first time last year.

Three other areas of beach in Blackpool — North (opposite the Tower), Centraland Bispham -
have also been granted Seaside Awards for the fourth successive year, giving the resort an
entire coastline of award-winning beaches.

The award has been achieved with the support of the LOVEmyBEACH campaign, which has
helped to improve sea water quality through extensive campaigning with residents, visitors
and businesses, as well as hundreds of volunteers taking partin beachcleans along the
coast.

The LOVEmyBEACH GROUP will AR
be running a campaign called #Gef)/owﬁéewzﬁ, il :
#getyourfeetwet until the end Im&aﬂm‘fﬁ West' s cloanest §

of this monjch' to encourage &affuug wafers in over-20 ‘&“"M
people to visit North West

beaches over the Bank Holiday.

The campaignis to celebrate SVEmy
. J}uACp

the best water quality results

in the region for 20 years.

HONOUR FOR NEW RAMSDEN
The development of Harry Ramsden at Blackpool Tower, the northern flagship restaurant of
the iconic British brand, has been recognised by the Blackpool Civic Trust.

The restaurant, which opened last summer in the former Tower Lounge after substantial
investment, received the prestigious “Transforming Blackpool” award from the Blackpool
Civic Trust at the annual civic trust awards ceremony.

The restaurant, with its modern take on seaside design, was specially created for its Tower
location.

AND NEW USE FOR OLD RAMSDEN
Viva Blackpool is to transform the former Harry Ramsden’s building on the promenade into
the Viva Vegas Diner offering a brand new dining concept.

Development work on the diner is already underway with a total investment of £1.2m being
poured into the new venue, staff development and the existing business. Twenty five new
jobs will be created when it opens for business in June.

Viva Blackpool was opened in 2012 by Blackpool-based entrepreneurs Martin Heywood and
Leye D Johns, and has since gone from strengthto strength employing over 65 local people
and hosting shows all year round.



Section 2: Town Centre Economy

SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME

New imageshave been released of how the next stage of Talbot Gateway will look following
the completion of the tramway extension.

The image above shows the first phase with the existing Wilkinson’s store replaced with a

hotel and retail development at the railway station end of the site with a temporary car park
alongside the tramway.

The image below shows the temporary car park replaced with further retail and office
accommodation fronting Dickson Road and Talbot Road.
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TOWN CENTRE VACANCIES

The latest town centre vacancy survey has just been undertaken. It shows a net increase of
two vacant units comparedto February, bringing the overall totalto 127 and raising the
vacancy rate from 19.3%to 19.7%.

The increase is largely due to a significant rise in vacant units around the peripheral areas
which now total 54 and represent 43% of all vacant units within the town centre.

In contrast, the Principal Retail Core has benefited from an improved vacancyrate of 12.2% -
down from 12.9% in February. Similarly, the Core Retail Area had a reduced vacancyrate of
15.7%, compared to 16.3%in February.

The newly-vacant units include: Argos (Albert Road); Beau Belle (Coronation Street); The
Gold Centre, Red Carpet Dresses, Home Again (Church Street); Baroque, De Beaux Cheveux
(Clifton Street); Shelter (Talbot Road); Age UK (Abingdon Street); G & B Jewellers &
Pawnbrokers (Topping Street) and Niche Guitars (Caunce Street).

Since February a number of businesses have occupied previously vacant units. These
include: Shake Dog (Houndshill); VIP, Sleeptime (Church Street); Drip Drop (Birley Street);
London Gin Palace (Clifton Street); Hellfire (Promenade) and Toys Plus (Topping Street).

The May 2017 vacancyratesfor the three areasidentified are as follows:

May 2017: Vacant Units
Total Total »
ota acanc
Area . Vacant E
Units? . Rate
Units

Principle Retail Core (Local Plan boundary based around
Houndshill, Victoria Street, Bank Hey Street, Church Street, 164 20 12.2%
Corporation Street and Adelaide Street West)

Core Retail Area (as above but also including Topping
Street, Queen Street, Clifton Street, Birley Street, Market 465 73 15.7%
Street, Talbot Road, Abingdon Street and Cedar Square)

Town Centre Boundary (asabove but also including the
Promenade, Springfield Road, Dickson Road, King Street,

Cookson Street, Caunce Street and the new Talbot Gateway 644 127 19.7%
area)

Periphery Town Centre Area (the Town Centre Boundary

area excluding the units contained within the Core Retail 179 54 30.2%

Area)

1Excluding the properties to the south of the Palatine Buildings; development sites (old Yates’s site, Tower Street site,
35 Cookson Street site); internal units within Blackpool North Station & Sainsbury's; community sites (e.g. churches,
libraries, schoolsetc.)and civic sites (e.g. Town Hall).



Section 3: Enterprise & Economic Development

QUEEN’S AWARD

Blackpool-based Chelsom has been awardedthe prestigious Queen’s Award for Enterprise in
International Trade in recognition of its outstanding export achievements over the past
three years.

Chelsom has demonstrated outstanding results, achieving 131% growthin international
sales over that period. The company designs and manufactures decorative lighting for the
global hotel and marine industries and has undertaken projects in 70 countries.

Exports now account for around 40% of all sales and Chelsom has built an exceptionally
strong client base including major hotel operators such as Four Seasons, Mandarin Oriental,
Starwood, Hilton, Accor, Marriott and on the marine side, Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines,
Crystal Cruises, Carnival Cruise Line and Norwegian Cruise Lines.

The award comes in Chelsom’s 70 anniversary year.

FRACKING APPEAL REJECTED
A legal challenge against the Government's decision to allow fracking on a rural site on the
Fylde Coast has failed.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid approved Cuadrilla's plans to start fracking at Preston
New Roadin Little Plumpton last October, 18 months after Lancashire County Council's
planning committee voted to refuse permission for Cuadrilla to frack the site. The Preston
New Road Action Group argued that the Minister’s decision was flawed, but a judge in the
High Court dismissed the case.

Meanwhile, a public inquiry on fracking at a second exploration site at Roseacre Wood will
resume after a legal challenge failed.

X Cuadrilla has launched an online ePortalto allow members of public to view the
status of environmental monitoring of its shale gas exploration site at Preston New
Road. The company says the design of the portal has takeninto account
environmental priorities set out by local people during a public consultation.

YOU CAN DO IT!

A new business start-up scheme has been launched in Blackpool aimed at 18 to 25-year-olds.
The You Can Do It project has been designed to encourage the entrepreneurs of tomorrow
and help them set up their own businesses. The scheme has been made possible through a
grant from Scape Reinvest Communities Fund which will be used by Blackpool Council’s
dedicated Get Started team.

LAILA’S SUCCESS STORY

Blackpool-based Laila’s Fine Foods has been honoured at Insider magazine’sannual Made In
The North West Awards, which recognise the most ambitious and innovative companies. The
company, based at Bispham, won the Food & Drink category. Judges said the company had
clearly invested in their business with good growthyear-on-year.



Section 4: General News

SUMMER OF PING!

A summer of free outdoor ping-pong tables will be served up across Blackpool this summer
as part of a national street table tennis project.

Blackpool has been selected to be a flagship location for Ping!, a free street ping-pong
festival which takes place in 24 towns and cities across England.

Funded by Sport England, the scheme aims to remove barriers to exercise and make physical
exercise more readily available to those with inactive lifestyles.

Free ping-pong tables will pop up in designated locations across the town to encourage
more people to take part. The launch of the six-week programme will take place on
Wednesday 14 June in St John’s Square.

During the campaign, there will be semi-permanent and fixed tennis tables in various
locations including the Winter Gardens as well as community areassuch as Stanley Park and
Moor Park.

Trained volunteers will be on hand to oversee the management of the tables as well as
providing information on the locations of the ping-pong tables.

STANLEY PARK GATES

Stanley Park’s ornate main gateson West Park
Drive are being returned to their former glory as
work has startedto prepare to repaint the intricate
decorative features gold.

The work signals the start of preparations to
celebrate the park’s 90t summer since its opening.

The impressive gateswere opened by the 17t Earl
of Derbyin October 1926 with a golden key used in
the lock.

The Friends of Stanley Parkalong with Blackpool
Council and other organisations are planning a fun-filled summer of events to markthe
anniversary.

The celebrations will culminate in the official reopening of the gateson July 8t by the 19th
Earlof Derby, the grandson of the 17t Earl of Derby.



DANCING WITH DEMENTIA
People with dementia and their carersare invited to come along to the annual Dancing with
Dementia event on Wednesday 14 June.

The event is set to return for the fourth year running and will take place at the Empress
Ballroom in the Winter Gardens from 11am-4pm.

For just £10 per person, guests will enjoy an afternoon of ballroom dancing, refreshments
including a delicious afternoon tea, music and a host of dementia-friendly activities.

Entertainment will be provided by the Wurlitzer organ, professional displays of Latin and
Ballroom dancing, a choir, free raffle and much more.

Information will be available on the day about dementia services and support as well as
details on how to become part of the official “Dementia Friends” campaign.

For more information about how Blackpool Council is helping Blackpool to become a
dementia friendly town or to become a Dementia Friend, visit
www.blackpool.gov.uk/Dementia

X Gardens in the Solaris Centre on South Promenade have been given a new lease of
life. The £29,000 scheme has turned two gardens into a family friendly space with a
seaside theme that all generations can enjoy. It has been specifically designed for
ease of access and to simulate the senses for people with conditions such as
dementia.

BLACKPOOL ON FILM
Hollywood actor Sir Daniel Day-Lewis has filmed a glittering party sequence in Blackpool
Tower Ballroom for his eagerly anticipated returnto the silver screen.

British star Sir Daniel was in Blackpool during a five-day shoot at the venue for the movie,
which sees him reunited with director Paul Thomas Anderson, 10 years on from their
critically-acclaimed 2007 venture There Will Be Blood.

The film, believed to be called Phantom Threads, is set in the 1950s’ London fashion and
couture world, and is due to be released for the Christmas and New Year season.

Blackpool Tower Ballroom is believed to be standing in as the Royal Albert Hall, the location
for the scandalously decadent Chelsea Arts Club New Year’s Eve parties, which were banned
in 1958 for their debauched happenings.

Around 500 extraswere recruited to shoot a New Year’s Eve partyfor the film.

It’sthe second timein as many years that a major Hollywood production has come to town,
following in the footsteps of director Tim Burton and actor Samuel L Jackson, who shot
pivotal scenes for Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children at Blackpool Tower Circus
and North Pier in May 2015.


http://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Dementia

NEW FREE SCHOOL
Blackpool is set to benefit from a new special free school after a successful application to the
Department for Education (DfE).

The special school will cater for young people with social, emotional and mental health
needs as well as secondary needs such as speech and language and autism.

The school will provide education for up to 48 pupils aged between 10 and 16 years of age,
with provision for full time day places.

It will also provide specialist expertise and advice to all schools in Blackpool and aims to
reduce the need for young people to attend specialist provision in the long term.

The school will have a phased approach toadmissions, starting with a smaller number of
pupils when the new school opens with the intention of being at full capacity within two
years of opening.

PLYMOUTH ROAD BRIDGE
Plymouth Road Bridge has reopened to drivers following a six month repair programme.

The second phase of the bridge repair programme has seen the 80-year-old structure
replaced with a stronger and higher version.

The bridge has been raised in order for electrification works to the railwayline underneath
to take place.

The maintenance work is part of a programme to repair 10 Blackpool bridges during the next
four years at a total cost of £11m.

The third phase of engineering work will see the demolition of the temporary pedestrian
footbridge and laying of the final surface of the road. This phase is expected to run until July
27.



Section 5: Requests for private sector support

LOVE YOUR LIVER WEEK

The British Liver Trust’s Love Your Liver campaign is
coming to Blackpool on Wednesday 21 June and local
companies are being urged to help promote and
support the event.

The roadshow will be based in St John’s Square from ¢ teps to Love
Our Lver:
10amto 4pm mlen alcohol
avae J
| conscaoutive days
The Trust is seeking corporate partnersto help oITSach waek
promote the event by encouraging staff, clients and by and atay » healthy
. weigh
customers to go along on the day and use the online ;:;;mm"
screener to check their level of risk. i
There is also an opportunity for businesses to make a Find cut more;
minimum donation of £500 to support the cost of the www.loveyourliver.org.uk
event.

In return, they will be able to display their logo at the event, in social media and in the
associated PR activity.

For full details, email: Audrey.cornelius@ britishlivertrust.org.uk

CHARITY GOLF DAY

Brian House Children’s Hospice is holding a 215t Birthday Charity Golf Day at the Royal
Lytham and St Annes Golf Club on Thursday 13t July and BBLG membersare invited to take
part.

A four-ball team fee is £995 which gives entry to the event, special golfing goody-bag,
evening three-course meal, entertainment and fundraising auction.

There will be opportunities for tips from the pros at Royal Lytham as well as prizes for 1,
2", and 3 place, closest to the pin and longest drive. Thereis even a chance to win acar if
you get a hole in one.

Event proceeds will goto Brian House, the Fylde Coast’s only children’s hospice, which each
year supports more than 80 local children and young people with a life-threatening or life-
limiting condition.

If you areinterested, you canregister your interest by calling 01253 359362 or emailing
Antonia.hawkins@trinityhospice.co.uk
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TYLER’S STORY
A fund-raising event is being held at The Village Hotel on September 8 in aid of a young
Blackpool boy who was born with a severe condition that means he needs 24-hour care.

Abbie Kenyon, aged 13, has writtento the BBLG, asking them to support the event, which
will raise funds for her brother, Tyler.

Tyler, aged seven, wasborn with severe Periventricular Leukomalacia, Dandy Walker
Syndrome & Cerebral Palsy.

His family urgently need toraise funds to adapt their home to provide a bedroom and wet
room downstairs.

The event on September 8 will take the form of a Team Tyler “Dress To Impress” night,
which will include entertainment, gala dinner and auction.

Tickets will be £30.00 per person and tables of 10 are offered at a discount of £270. To book
a table or to donate any items or prizes, please contact “Team Tyler” on 07773 315896 or
email: tyler.wraith@outlook.com

Note: Copies of “Tyler’sStory” written by his sister will be available at the May 26 meeting.

Philip Welsh
Head of Visitor Economy
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